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PE Families, 
 
Wow!  It is hard to believe that we are finished with our first 
marking period.  Our students are working hard each day 
and have brought out the best in each other.  The amount 
of PE PridE within our building is contagious.  The students 
really understand what it means to be safe, responsible and 
respectful to each other.   
We will continue to work with the entire building to build 
our social relationships, as it is a proven fact that students 
and teachers excel when in a comfortable environment! 
This month’s newsletter will highlight our academic goals 
for PE, review attendance procedures, and share 
information about upcoming events. 
Remember that Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled 
to take place November 8 through the 12.  We really 
appreciate the communication and support we get from our 
families! 
If you need anything or have questions, please contact me 
at jfye@pomounties.org or via phone at (814) 342-2870 
Ext. 5001. 
Thank you, 
Mr. Fye 

 
 

Community Partnership 

 

During October, Hope Fire Company and State Police Troop 
G from Hollidaysburg and Rockview visited PE.  They talked 
about Fire Safety and Prevention and spend time getting to 
know our PE student!  They even took the time to eat lunch 
with our kids. 

 

 

November 1 – Picture Re-Take Day 

November 1 – K-2 STEM Night (6-7:30) 

November 3 – 1st Marking Period Report Cards 

November 8-12 – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

November 12 – Mikayla’s Voice Assembly 

November 23 – November PBIS Reward (Dance) 

November 24-30 – Thanksgiving Break 

November 15 – 3-5 STEM Night 

 

                       

 

Book Fair 

Our First Book Fair of the year will take place during Parent 
Teacher Conferences on Monday, November 8. 

Please stop by the library to visit Mrs. Wagner and visit the 
Book Fair to see all of the amazing books! 

 

mailto:jfye@pomounties.org
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Lost and Found 

 
Our lost and found area continues to build.  Please 

make sure to check the area (located by the cafeteria) 
during Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Any items that are 
unclaimed by Christmas break will be donated to local 
organizations. 

 
 

October Students of the Month 
 
Congratulations goes out to the following students on being 
selected as the Students of the Month for October for their 
academic excellence and for being Safe, Responsible, and 
Respectful! 

 
Kindergarten: Gracee Gearhart, Willow Pletcher, Parker 
Branton, Annabelle Harper, and Otto Davidson 
 
First Grade: Olivia Sankey, Greg McClure, Quynn Bourn, and 
Teddy Lanager 
 
Second Grade: Annabell Moraca, Alencia Good, Grace Kukla, 
and Ethan Peacock 

 
Third Grade:  Jacoby Cassick, Aleksa Myers, and Mallory 
Nybeck 
 
Fourth Grade: Alaina Dunsmore, Charles Horning, and Lainey 
Pelka 
 
Fifth Grade: Sophia Matson, Blake Couturiaux, and Devin 
Long 

 
 

 

 

 

On Friday, November 12, PE will have an assembly from 
Mikayla’s Voice.  Mikayla’s Voice develops and coordinates 
unique and innovative programs that allow children with 
and without disabilities to work and play together. These 
programs are designed to showcase children’s talent and 
creativity as they demonstrate successful inclusion in 
education, art, and sports and recreation. Our children are 
our future and we are proud to let them lead by example, 
teaching others to embrace individuals of all abilities. This 
builds their self-confidence, empowers them to stand up for 
what they believe and encourages their growth into adults 
who to continue to advocate for inclusion.  We are excited 
to utilize this program at PE! 

“No one is perfect – that’s why pencils 
have erasers.”  – Wolfgang Riebe 
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    PE Academic Goals 
 

Each year brings about new challenges and opportunities 
for the students, teachers, and administrators.  At PE, we 
strive to get our entire family to enjoy school.  By doing so, 
our students and teachers can grow academically.  This 
year, we have set out two goals as a building.  One in 
Mathematics and one in English Language Arts (Reading 
and Writing). 
 
Mathematics Goal: Number Facts Mastery 
It is proven that fact fluency builds the foundation for 
advanced math skills.  Our goal, from Kindergarten 
through Fifth Grade, is to build our addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division skills for our students.  By 
doing so, our students will learn to improve open-ended 
responses, learn how to solve real world problems, and 
become more confident in their math abilities.  We will do 
this by incorporating math fact activities throughout our 
academic day.  They may include flashcards, Get More 
Math, ST Math, Moby Max, Rocket Math, Minute, Math, 
Prodigy, and math centers.   
 
ELA Goal: Text Dependent Analysis (Writing) 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) is a type of written 
response in which students must answer a question based 
on a story or passage they have read.  This type of writing 
requires students to go back into the text to identify 
important facts, ideas, quotes, and information that can 
be utilized to answer a question.  At PE, we utilize the 
Acronym RACES for this: R-Restate the question. A – 
Answer the question.  C – Cite evidence to support the 
answer.  E – Expand/Explain answer. S – Sum up your 
answer.  Our goal is to have students proficient in 
responding to TDA questions by the time they are in Third 
Grade.  Our K-2 classrooms can begin this process with the 
RA (restating and answering the questions).   This will help 
to build student writing skills as they enter our 
intermediate grades.  We can utilize this writing goal 
through our district writing assessments that occur 
throughout the year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Attendance 
 

Attendance is extremely important for your child’s 
education.  Please be aware of the following key information 
about attendance at Philipsburg Elementary School. 

 
• Homeroom begins at 8:25.  (Students entering the 

building after this time will be considered tardy.) 
 

• All absences shall be treated as unlawful until the 
school district receives a written excuse explaining 
the reason(s) for an absence. **Parents/guardians 
and students should submit the written 
explanation within three (3) school days of the 
absence. If no written explanation is provided, the 
absence is recorded as unexcused/unlawful.  
Medical excuses can be turned in at any time 
during the school year. 

 
• After a student has three (3) unlawful absences, the 

school sends an unlawful absence letter (first 
notice) which includes: a) dates of absences, b) 
request of an attendance meeting, and c) legal 
penalties for additional unlawful absences. 
 

• After (10) lawful absences (excuses that are legal), a 
Doctor’s Excuse required letter is sent to the 
parent/guardian.  Subsequent absences will be 
considered unlawful. 

 
• SAIP (School Attendance Improvement Plan) 

meetings will be scheduled to discuss attendance 
concerns throughout the year. Parties involved in 
the SAIP meetings include: parent/guardians, school 
staff, student, and Child and Youth Services. 

 
• Any additional unlawful absences following the SAIP 

meeting may result in citations from the District 
Magistrate. 

  

**Excuses can be submitted via a written note or email.  
Please include the date of absence, the reason, your 
child’s first and last name, and parent name. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                          

                                                                                                  

PE Monthly Newsletter       November 2021 

 

 Student Spotlight! 

                                                      

A Perfect 10! 

Getting a perfect score can be extremely difficulty for anyone to achieve.  Whether it is with acing a math test or getting a hit 
every time you are up to hit in baseball or softball.  For PE student Isabella (Izzi) Rees, the excitement she gets when she scores 
a perfect 10 in gymnastics drives her to continue to improve! 

Izzi has been training to become an Olympic Champion since she was 2!  Gymnastics is one of the most comprehensive lifestyle 
exercise programs available to children.  It incorporates strength, flexibility, speed, balance, coordination, power, and discipline. 
Gymnastics is made up of multiple events. They include: the floor exercise, the high beam, pommel horse, uneven bars, rings, 
and vault. 

Izzi’s favorite evens are the beam and floor exercise.  “I like to tumble (flips, handsprings, etc.),” says Izzi.  She travels to Centre 
Elite in State College multiple times each week to practice.  Her favorite memory is when she won 1st place in the all-around.  
(This is when you have the best total score after all of the events.) 

A fourth-grade student in Mr. Weller’s class, Izzi said, “the scariest part of gymnastics is doing a walkover on the high beam!” 
Izzi will be competing in a National Tournament in Orlando, FL in February.  We want to wish Izzi the best of lunch in her future 
dreams with gymnastics!  We are so PEPRoud of her! 

*If you know of someone who is excelling in an activity outside of PE, please contact Mr. Fye.  We are always looking to highlight 
our students! 
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Name: Mrs. Kerry Whitman 
Position: 2nd Grade Teacher 

 
 

I grew up in: I moved 5 times while growing up.  Philipsburg 
was the town we lived in the longest.  My father was 
working his way up from teacher to Superintendent during 
that time. 
Family: Husband – Steve.  Sons – Isaac Solak and Jon 
Whitman.  Daughters – Sarah Whitman and Sarah Votta.  
Granddaughter – Gabrielle.  Son-in-law – Isaac Votta. Dog – 
Rudy (Dachshund/Australian Shepherd mix) 
Education: Bachelor’s in Early Childhood and Elementary 
Education with a Master’s in Educational Technology. 
What makes you #PEProud? Our staff is committed to 
helping our students and families. 
You might not know this about me….I completed my 
student teaching in England and lived in Alaska for 3 yrs. 
Favorite quote: My father always said, “Who said life is 
fair? Get over it!” 
What is your favorite family tradition? My mother’s 
family (all 9 children) always got together for 
Thanksgiving.  We had to rent a hall to fit everyone but 
there was so much laughter in that place. 
What fictional family would you be a member of? When 
I married Steve, I said our family was like the Brady 
Bunch without Alice, the housekeeper.  I still miss her! 
What is on your bucket list?  I want to travel the world 
and experience as much culture as possible! 

 

                                 Name: Mrs. Lisa Cook 
                     Position: Learning Support Teacher 
 

I grew up in: Mifflinburg, PA (AKA Buggy Town, USA) 
Family: I live with my 19-year old son, Angus, and two 
ornery cats. 
Education:  I graduated from Clarion University with a B.S. 
in Special Education.  I also have a Reading Specialists 
certificate.  I am a Wilson Reading System certified 
instructor. 
What makes you #PEProud? When I “catch” a student 
doing something kind for another. 
When/Where did you start teaching?  I started teaching 
in Brookville Area School District.  I taught Learning 
Support for 11 years.  Then I moved to this area and was 
lucky enough to teach in the Philipsburg-Osceola School 
District. 
Something you may not know about me: In high school, 
I was a member of the Future Farmers of America and 
won the State Creed speaking contest.  I earned a free 
trip to Kansas City! 
Favorite Quote: 
“Come to the edge,” (s)he said. 
“We can’t, we’re afraid!” they responded. 
 
“Come to the edge.” (s)he said. 
“We can’t, we will fall!” they responded 
 
“Come to the edge,” (s)he said. 
And so they came.  (S)he pushed them.  And they flew 

-Guillaume Apollinaire 
 


